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Dear Member

With the really hot months behind us, we can now heave a sigh 
of relief and look forward to golfing in somewhat more amenable 
weather.

I am absolutely delighted to report that the Peacock Course 
reconstruction is fast approaching completion. It is indeed my firm 
belief that our golfing members are in for a brand new refreshing-
cum-challenging experience. A soft launch i.e. preview, is slated for 
September first week, with a full scale opening scheduled later in 
this calendar year itself !

The impending successful completion of this complex and 
somewhat daunting project has emboldened us to look to 
the future with confidence and develop a similar strategy for 
revitalising the Lodhi Course. After serious deliberations, the 
redesign would ideally be implemented in a phased manner, 
minimizing playing disruptions. The upgraded Lodhi Course will 
then truly come to the fore as a Jewel in our crown.

With regard to the peripherals around the Lodhi Course, the 
relaid practice putting green near the 1st Tee has recently been 
opened. A warm-up practice area has been up and running for 
some time now, alongside the new Starter’s Hut at the 10th Tee. 
The refurbishment of the refreshment area at the 14th Tee is 
complete and is working well to better serve members. 

In spite of all this work happening we have been able to 
successfully conduct our much looked forward to annual Junior 
Training Programme as well as the Junior Tournament and we are 
grateful to Usha International for their unprecedented continued 

Tee off 
with the 
Captain

support of golf at our Club.

It is heartening to know that child stars like Shubham Jaglan owe 
part of their success to our Club. On behalf of us all, I offer the 
youngster our congratulations and wish him every success for 
the future.

A well-attended and participative Open House was held on 24 
July 2015. Whilst comprehensive Minutes have been emailed 
to you, I wish to especially draw your attention to two salient 
decisions emanating from the Open House.These are:

(1) The formation of a Sub-Committee, made up of eminent 
members, to examine resource generation with a long-
term vision.

(2) The need to develop a holistic and sustainable maintenance 
regimen for all 27 holes of our golf courses.

The long overdue renovation of the Pub kitchen has been 
completed. The rest rooms adjoining the Pub have also been  
re-done and the terrace floor has been relaid, after ensuring that 
the annexe roof is suitably water-proofed. The seepage in the 
annexe is now, we believe, a nuisance of the past. The banquet 
area, adjacent to Car Park No. 2, has been fitted out with the 
markings of two badminton courts; we will explore the possibility 
of installing flood lights and look forward to members and their 
children making full use of this new facility.

We are in the process of finalizing the services of one of the best 
Ayurveda doctors, to be available in the Club, for a few hours, 
twice a week (possibly Wednesdays and Saturdays). This will 
undoubtedly be popular with many members. 

With warm regards and happiness all around !!

 

RAj khoSlA

P.S.: once again, between you and your caddy, please don’t forget to repair all pitch marks and fill in divots.
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Raj Khosla with Greens staff who completed the renovation of the Practice Putting 
Green in record time.
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F&B 
CHAIRPERSON: Mrs Tara Laroia
CO-CHAIRMAN: Col Billu Bajaj

Sub-Committee Reports

During the last three 

months there have 

been a number of 

dinner dance evenings 

with live music, held 

at the Club. Club F&B 

catering with a variety 

of Indian barbeque, 

Chinese, Continental, 

new Middle-Eastern 

specialities were on 

offer. IPL matches were also screened. These evenings were 

found to be popular and well attended. Children were 

welcome and it was good to see them enjoying themselves.

There was great turnout of members at a sponsored Sufi 

evening. Members can look forward to more evenings of 

entertainment once the weather improves.

F& B outdid itself at a number of occasions – Lady Captain’s 

Evening, Ladies Section AGM, the buffet for the JTP, among 

others.

Members enjoyed a Whiskin Craft grain whiskey appreciation 

evening, and a Summer Coolers cocktail evening with 

cocktails prepared by an expert and specialist bartender.

Your F&B Sub-committee is always looking at innovative ways 

of making your dining experience interesting and enjoyable. 

There have been a number of new items introduced in 

the Dining Room. Exotic Chinese Day Special menu along 

with the Chef ’s Special are now available for members. It 

is proposed to star t a new Thai Day Special Menu shortly. 

In addition, the décor and atmosphere of the dining room 

has been enhanced with mirrors, new napery and candle 

light. Air fryers have star ted operating in the annexe for the 

health and calorie conscious – you have only to ask if you 

wish your food to be cooked in the air fryer. 

Along with the regular menu at the Pub, week-long food 

festivals were held serving up Chaat and Middle-Eastern 

cuisine

HOUSE
CHAIRMAN: Mr Jasjit Singh
CO-CHAIRMAN: Mr Satish Girotra

During the last three months the House Sub-Committee has 
undertaken repair and renovation works. On-course the Sub-
Committee completed the re-laying of damaged portions 
of cart paths at Tees 6, 14 and 15 of the Lodhi Course. 
Simultaneously, construction of new cart paths on greens 4 
& 5 of the new Peacock course was carried out. The steps 
leading down to the 12th hole ditch were also repaired.

Major items of repair and renovation were undertaken at the 
Pub tandoor area, adjacent wash rooms, the PRO shop, and 
the Main Office staircase. Construction of a new men’s toilet 
adjacent to the 12th Tee was also undertaken. 

The ladies changing rooms at the Swimming Pool were 
upgraded to match the new men’s changing rooms. Some 
new furniture, new lockers and a new airconditioner were 
also installed.

 Other miscellaneous work was also undertaken including 
providing brick benches for drivers at Car Park No. 2. Work in 
progress also includes the repair of the steam room. 

The Pub terrace has been waterproofed and retiled.

The House Committee expresses its gratitude to members 
who offer doable suggestions for improvement and to the 
Club staff for excellent execution of the work.

MEMBERSHIP
CHAIRMAN: Mr Satish Girotra
CO-CHAIRMAN: Mr Vikram Seth

The Committee has actively taken up Membership 
issues relating to both upgradation and new 
memberships. The status of the upgradation 
and new membership are as follows: 

Upgradation of Membership:
From Mid-week to ‘A’: 8 members recommended for 
upgradation vide MSC dated 20th April 2015.
From ‘C’ to Mid-week: 12 members recommended for 
upgradation vide MSC dated 20th April 2015.

Fresh Applicants are being considered with the following 
seniority:
• Indian Business April 1987
• Indian Service November 1998
• Dependent Applied in Time August 1997
• Dependent Applied Late April 1989
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T&H CHAIRMAN: Capt Lalit Talwar
CO-CHAIRMAN: Mr Jasjit Singh

The Asian Tour has approached Delhi Golf Club for conducting 
the Panasonic Open India Golf Tournament from 02 to 08 
November 2015. Another request has been received from PGTI 
for their prestigious event BILT OPEN. Inspite of the number of 
Golf Clubs in and around the NCR area, Delhi Golf Club is the 
preferred venue for European Tour, Asian Tour, PGTI, IGU and 
other Corporate Events.

The Northern India Amateur Golf Tournament, a prestigious 
amateur golf tournament will also be held at the Delhi Golf Club. 
The dates are to be finalized by the Indian Golf Union.

The DGC Junior Golf Tournament, sponsored by USHA 
International has been categorised by IGU. It was played as IGU 
DGC Junior Golf Tournament from 30 June to 3 July 2015. 78 
children participated in three divisions.

Three members tournaments were organized in the last quarter. 
Despite peak summer, record number of members participated 
in these tournaments. 

In the Mazars Golf Tournament held on Sunday, 22 March 2015, 
339 members participated.

The Captain’s Day was celebrated on Saturday, 18 April. The Delhi 
Golf Club Trophy was played as part of the Captain’s Day over 
two days i.e. 17 and 18 April, Approx. 550 members participated 
over two days. 

In the recently concluded BDA Steel International DGC Members 
Tournament held on Friday, 22 May 2015, 355 members played 
which is a record for any one day members tournament.

Results:

MAzARS ToURnAMenT 
Overall Winner - Sanjiv Kalra

H’cap Category (0-16) 
Winner Bharat Garg 
Runner Up Chandramauli Kumar Prasad

H’cap Category (17 & above) 
Winner Satish K. Lakhina 
Runner Up Raja Chopra

Ladies 
Winner Anjali Nagpal 
Runner Up Rohini Majhitia

Delhi GolF ClUb TRoPhy

Overall  
Winner Harinder Bansi (B 482) 
Runner Up Shiv Nath (N 134)

Seniors 75+ Years
Winner R.M. Sodhi (S376) 
Runner Up S.C. Kapur (K 398) 

bDA STeel inTeRnATionAl 
DGC MeMbeRS ToURnAMenT 
Winner Deepak Khanna 
Runner Up K.M.S. Shergill

Seniors 70 +Years (9 Holes) 
Winner M.K. Garg 
Runner Up Prakash Brahma

CAPTAin’S DAy Skill Competitions

Pitching: Ladies 
Winner Rama Khanna (K 220) 
Runner Up Jyotika Shamsher Singh (S 522)

Gents 
Winner Reyanjit Singh (S 889) 
Runner Up N K Singh (S 772)

Trap Shooting: Ladies 
Winner Tara Laroia (L 094) 
Runner Up Rohini Majithia (M 317)

Gents 
Winner Ravi Dhingra (D 231) 
Runner Up Rajesh Dhingra (D 207)

Putting: Ladies 
Winner Meera Bhatia (B 549) 
Runner Up Jyotika Shamsher Singh (S 522)

Gents 
Winner Ajay Singh Sirohi (S 846) 
Runner Up Col. P. P. Rewari (R 103)

Putting for Past Lady Captains 
Winner Rohini Majithia

Putting for Past Presidents 
Winner Raj K. Bhargava (B 206)

Putting for Past Captains 
Winner Rajesh Dhingra (D 207)

Long Drive: Ladies (Handicap 19 & above) 
Winner Anuva Saurabh (S 496) 
Runner Up Renu Rathore (R 140)

H’cap Category (10-18)  
Winner Rohini Majithia ( M 317)

H’cap Category (9 & below) 
Winner Gaurika Bishnoi (ST 972)

Gents H’cap Category (19 & above) 
Winner Shyam S. Dugal (D 097) 
Runner Up Raj K. Bhargava ( B 206)

H’cap Category (10 - 18) 
Winner Hemant Bharat Ram (B 434) 
Runner Up Sanjay Khanna (K 452)

H’cap Category (9 & below) 
Winner L. Shivkumar (SD 1061) 
Runner Up Babbar S.j. Bahadur (B 339)

44
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The 6th DGC JUNIOR GOLF 
TOURNAMENT 2015, sponsored by Usha, 
was conducted from 30th June to 3rd 
July 2015. Within a short time of opening 
entries the field of 78 players was filled and 
included several IGU Merit List players.

With the Lady Captain, Mrs. Shiraz Singh 
and her team at the helm, the tournament 
received many appreciative comments 
from the players as well as the parents who 
stoically waited for their wards to stagger 
off the course. 

The mandatory Rules Clinic found a new 
venue, just short of the 9th green of the 
Peacock Course. With participants and 
parents in attendance, a masterful Faisal 
Qureshi held an up-beat, enthusiastically 
participative Clinic, which had the children 
eagerly raising their hands to answer 
questions. 

Our grateful thanks to Faisal and to the 
sporting Ladies Section members who 
volunteered, despite the heat. Additionally, 
this year we were delighted to have 
teenagers Gurbani Singh and Mehar Atwal, 
who most ably and, I might add, popularly 
assisted with rulings and pace of play each 
day! Thank you all!!

The Lady Captain, Shiraz Singh, DGC 
President, Rajesh Dhingra, T&H Chairman 
Lalit Talwar, Chairman Juniors Jasjit Singh, 
Usha’s Siddharth Shriram presided at the 

Prize Distribution and were joined at the 
dais by IGU’s Director General, Arun K. Singh 
and Delhi Golf Society’s Prakash Bhandari.

The gallant efforts of the children are 
captured below in the list of winners. Special 
prizes were awarded to four youngsters in 
“C” Category (which means they are just 
12/13 years old) for excellent rounds. These 
were Eshaan Sethi - 72 & 73; Yashwardharn 
Singh - 73; Raghav Chugh - 74 and Saivikrama 
Angrish - 74. The ultimate champion, Arjun 
Prasad was also recognized for his sub-par 
round of 1-under on Day 1. 

Tournament Results
boyS ‘A/b’ overall 
Winner Arjun Prasad 293

BOYS ‘A’ 

Winner Arjun Prasad 293 
Runner up Shubham Narain 303 
3rd Position Saarthak Chhibber 306
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BOYS ‘B’ 
Winner Daksh Shokeen 308 
Runner up Shobhit Gupta 313 
3rd Position Yuvraaj S. Sethi 322

BOYS ‘C’ 
Winner Eshaan Sethi 223 
Runner up  Yashvardhan Singh 229 
3rd Position Anmol Arora 232

GIRLS ‘A/B’ Combined 
Winner Diksha Dagar 233 
Runner up Riya Ahuja 233

GIRLS ‘B’ 
Winner Diksha Dagar 233

GIRLS ‘C’ 
Winner Hitashee Bakshi  246



Captain’s Day
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The Captain’s Day, celebrated on Saturday 18 April 2015, saw members coming out in droves for the skills 
competition during the day followed by a swinging evening and annual prize distribution.
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LADY CAPTAIN 
Shiraz Singh

May 11, 2015 had the main Dining Room resonating 
with the sound of ladies in full attendance at the 

Ladies Section’s Annual General Meeting. Lady Captain, 
Shiraz Singh and her Committee presided. 

The sizzling May morning did nothing to hamper the 
spirits of the 96 Section members who gathered 
and animatedly discussed the Section’s activities, 

both past and future. Prizes were awarded to the winners of all 
the competitions played over the previous 10 months, but not 
before the Lady Captain pointed out that sadly, due to dwindling 
participation, the Ladies Club Championship was not held and, 
paucity of dates available, had made it quite a task to complete the 
calendar. In some cases, formats were altered from matchplay to 
stablefords and three major competitions had to be doubled up 
with Medal rounds. However, going forward she said a complete 
review of competitions was on the cards and she was optimistic 

Ladies Section

88

Proud Prize Winners with the Lady Captain and Sponsors



AUGUST 2015
ISSUE NO. 86

99

AUGUST 2015
ISSUE NO. 86

Competition Results

july Medal  
Gold Division (Handicap -16 & below) 
Winner Sonaal Chaudhri 74 Nett

Silver Division (Handicap -17 to 24) 
Winner Vanita Malhotra 76 Nett 
Runner-up Anuva Saurabh 79 Nett

Bronze Division (Handicap -25 to 36) 
Winner Kitty Puri 79 Nett

nAvAl kiShoRe CUP 
Winner Aashana Monga +1 
Runner-up Hanisha Daryani 0

MiyAko CUP (Eclectic Stableford) 
Winner Sonaal Chaudhri 41

RAWlley SAlveR (Eclectic Stableford) 
Winner Hanisha Daryani 42 
Runner-up Situ Puri 41

that with the cooperation of Section members the outcome 
would be a success.

Along with the Lady Captain, Mr. Nulin Khanna, Col. HN Singh 
and Soni M Singh, all sponsors of trophies instituted in the 
names of their family members, presented the prizes. The Lady 
Captain Skills Competition earlier that morning also brought 
smiles to winners’ faces. After the much looked forward to group 
photograph, the ladies settled down to enjoy the delectable fare 

6Th Delhi GolF ClUb lADieS oPen AMATeUR GolF 
ChAMPionShiP & Delhi lADieS GolF Week

Sponsored by Usha

14-16 october 2015

Exceptional Achievement Sonaal Chaudhri 
Winner in 4 Competitions,  
Runner-up in 4 Competitions 
Member - DGCLS Team to 40th Royal 
Selangor Open in Malaysia 2014

Most Improved Golfer of the Year  
Gold Division Anika Varma  -12 to 0 
Silver Division Seerat K. Alag -17 to -10 
Bronze Division Divya Kohli -38 to -25

prepared by Chef Philip Gomes and 
his team.

Whilst congratulations are due 
once again to all the winners, special 
mention must be made of those who 
truly excelled across the year. The 
photographs and tables included, appropriately share the essence 
of the mornings proceedings!

Bonus Awarded for Exceptional improvement  
Anika Varma -12 to 0  
Sifat Sagoo -9 to -3  
Gaurika Bishnoi -4 to -0 
Seerat K. Alag -17 to -10 
Anika Bahadur -17 to -12

SToP PReSS
Gurbani Singh (D-210) 
was triumphant at the 
31st indonesian ladies 
Amateur open Golf 
Championship at the 
Padang Sukajadi Golf Course 
in Batam, Indonesia on August 
6th.  It was no mean feat by 
the teenager who had a wire-
to-wire finish shooting rounds 
of 74, 74 and 76, to win by a 
mammoth margin of 8 shots.  
The weather conditions during 
the final round were far from 
perfect with huge winds and 
heavy rain resulting in rain 
delay.

A salute of golf carts was lined 
up by caddies to honour her 
walk from the 18th green to 
the clubhouse. 

Gurbani who has already 
represented India at 27 
International events, played 
under the DGC flag for the 
first time, courtesy being a 
Team Member sent to this 
event by the Club’s Ladies 
Section as a part of their golf 
promotion programme.

At the Asian Tour of Champions at Beijing 
at Topwing Golf n Country Club where the 
National Qualifiers from Chinese Taipei, 
China, Thailand, Japan, Hongkong, India etc 
competed, Seher Atwal (A-144) finished 
6th in the Girls 15-18 age group at the 
Arshia Mahant (ST-0851) also finished 
6th in the Girls 14 age group . Seher was 
the winner of the IGU Telengana Ladies & 
Junior Girls Golf Championship, and came 
in 2nd in the IGU Southern India Junior 
Girls Golf Championship Category ‘A’, and 
3rd the Ladies Open Category
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At the onset of the sizzling summer 
months, DGC gets hectic with juniors 

flooding the Club. Activity kickstar ts with 
the first of four JTP camps beginning 
mid-May. These 10-day+ Junior Training 

Camps are run by the four top coaches of 
the Club. Various levels of youngsters, from 

those picking up a golf club for the first 
time, to seasoned enthusiasts, can be 
seen closely shadowing their coaches, 

oblivious of the hot Delhi sun, as they 
excitedly bash away at that magical white orb. These camps 
are followed by the DGC Junior Tournament (a legacy of the 
very popular Amit Verma event), held in the first week of July, 
where anything up to a hundred kids travel from all across 
the country, hungry to play this legendary course. (Reports on 
these are elsewhere in this issue) 

The Club is fortunate to have a dedicated sponsor in the USHA 
group, and therefore, with all departments on board, is able 
to conduct a top class tournament replete with well-planned 
buffet lunches everyday, beverages a-plenty and appropriate 
giveaways for each participant. Refereeing is of the highest 
quality and, with the Lady Captain and her team of volunteers 
at the helm, it cannot be anything less than perfect, year after 
blisteringly hot year.

Whilst on the subject of juniors, our Club has a brilliant Talent 
Promotion Programme in place where up to sixteen top juniors, 
selected on merit from across the pool of dependents and 
juniors with playing facilities, receive free coaching and practice 
balls…as well as the carefully monitored opportunity to hone 
their skills on the Lodhi Course. These juniors, especially the 
girls, have been doing the Club proud for years; they have been 
topping not just the junior charts, but also the IGU’s Ladies 
Merit List. The National Teams always include a junior girl or 
two from the DGC, a matter of great pride.

Now, with the drumbeats of the Rio Olympics 2016 getting 
louder as the event approaches… it is time for all those in golf 
governance to reassess their inputs into junior golf. Golf, as a 
medal sport, is being reintroduced in the Olympics next year, 
and India would no doubt very much like to field a team. 2016 
may be a bit too optimistic, but 2020 or (greater possibility) 
2024 would hopefully see India emerging as a strong golfing 
nation. The work has to star t now, if it has not already begun. 
And yes, it is today’s juniors, including the pre-teenagers, who 
need to be groomed into becoming the champions we seek 
for tomorrow. 

The task is humongous. Only the top 60 ranked players in the 
Rolex World Rankings will be allowed Individual Entry into the 
Olympics – within that figure has to be our aim. At present 

our top Indian professional, Anirban Lahiri is at #61. That is the 
standard of golf that budding youngsters must aim for, and in 
order for India to have a significant pool of such golfers, much 
has to be done by all the various agencies that support golf. So 
where does our Club fit into all this?

The Club’s Talent Promotion Programme needs to be 
substantially widened to include a larger number of talented 
kids. The coaching, and more importantly, practice needs 
to be aggressively intensified. The Club must star t sending 
youngsters out to play in IGU events across the country to 
‘up’ their competitive skills and gain experience on different 
golf courses. We must go beyond India’s borders, and star t 
sending kids to compete in tournaments in the Far East which 
provide superlative competition, month after month. Today, 
it’s a known fact that Korea, Japan, Thailand, Taiwan and a host 
of other Asian countries have become front runners on the 
world golfing stage.

In the Women’s Rolex Rankings alone, there are 20 Koreans in 
the top 50, and one each from Japan, Thailand and Taipei. That 
is almost a staggering 50% of the players. The highest ranked 
Indian on the women’s professional rankings board, is amateur 
Aditi Ashok – at #669! That’s a lot of catching up to do.

The DGC Talent Promotion Programme needs to be taken 
to the next level, where sports counselling, fitness, dietary 
guidance etc are included. There is a move, already underfoot, 
to undertake a holistic review of junior golf at our Club; 
understanding that this is essential is, in itself, a step in the right 
direction. We cannot rest on the laurels of young Shubham 
Jaglan, more of whom is included in this issue.

The good news here is that the Ladies Section of the Club 
has, for many years now, been sending junior/lady golfers to 
important tournaments in Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand with 
funds raised via their souvenir brochure, brought out during the 
annual DGC Ladies Open (earlier the Ladies Northern India). 
These funds are pumped into junior golf, stretching to caddy 
and staff children, including coaching, tournament participation 
and counselling. One of their main thrusts has been to expose 
the second rung players to international competition, taking 
them beyond their comfort zone of only playing club-level 
competitions and tournaments conducted by the IGU and 
other golf organisations. 

Today, when the momentum needs to be increased ten-
fold, the IGU faces a reluctance from the powers that be, 
to release money to send teams overseas. The reason, it has 
been suggested, is the poor scoring/finishes of the players. If 
we were to fall in line with this thought process, we would 
be failing miserably in our obligation to invest in the future 
champions we can definitely deliver. This August, the Ladies 
Section is sending players to the 100Plus Malaysia Junior Open 

Editor’s Pick 
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Golf Championship and the Indonesia Ladies Amateur Open 
Championship. It is just the beginning. 

It is essential that we too make our ‘mission’, “Mission Olympics”, 
looking at 2020 and beyond. The need of the hour is for the 
Indian Golf Union, the governing body of golf in India, to reach 
out to golf clubs such as ours, the Army golf clubs, the PGTI, 
PGAI, WGAI, Delhi Golf Society, Golf Foundation, Albatross, 
CJGT, LMJGT etc etc - the list is endless, and spearhead a 
‘cannot fail’ endeavour to bring together all the resources at 
our disposal to ensure India does become a global golf name 
to be reckoned with!

Unfortunately none of the boys in the DGC Talent Promotion 
Programme are high enough on the various IGU Merit 
Lists. However many of the girls are doing well. Ridhima 
Dilawari 2nd, Gaurika Bishnoi 3rd and Seher Atwal 4th are Soni Manjit Singh

Shubham has become a household 
name across the nation. At the tender 
age of 10 years he has already made a 
multitude of winner’s speeches. In far off 
San Diego and Las Vegas, Shubham Jaglan 
as always, includes: “It was all because of my family’s support that 
I have been able to do this; I thank my coach Nonita Lall Qureshi, 
my school which helps me, my golf club the DGC where I play 
and practice, and the Golf Foundation and Mr Amit Luthra”. Amit 
plays a huge role in mentoring this young boy and ensuring that 
the right doors open for him. Shubham is still humble enough to 
“matha teko”  elders wherever he may be.

The son of a rural Haryana milkman who shifted his family to 
Delhi (assisted and supported all the way) to help realize his 
son’s dream is a confident young boy who impressed Colin 
Mongtomerie who had held a Clinic for Juniors at the Club a few 
months ago; and has not only played rounds of golf with Gary 
Player in each of the last three years at the DLF Golf & Country 
Club, but also received personal coaching from him. 

In the USA in July, he scripted a scintillating 1-stroke victory at 
the Junior World Golf Championships in San Diego. The following 
week he had a win at the IJGA World Stars of Juniors  Golf in 
Las Vegas with a 3-day total of 7 under par, 5 shots clear of the 

runner up. On his way to the US he played the US Kids European Championships in Scotland, coming in 2nd – he considered this 
‘a loss’ rather than having come in ‘runner-up position’. That feeling is what will make him a champion, not just another great golfer.

Shubham has already won more than 130 golf titles including three world juniors in his age category! He received calls of 
congratulations from thespians Aamir Khan (on whose show Satyamev Jayate he was a guest), Madhavan and Vivek Uberoi. Mr 
Dinesh Trivedi, ex-Railway Minister took time off to share with us at a Press Conference recently that a normally slumbering 
Parliament unanimously rose to the occasion to recognize the achievements of the country’s three sporting heroes, Leander Paes, 
Sania Mirza and Shubham Jaglan amidst thunderous applause. And on the 24 July, he received a letter from the President of India, 
Mr Pranab Mukherjee lauding him on his two wins. The President has asked to meet him later this month.

SToP PReSS - ConGRATUlATionS ShUbhAM!

on the IGU Ladies List. Arshia Mahant 2nd, Sifat Sagoo 4th 
Seerat K. Alag 5th and Anika Varma 1st in their respective age 
categroies. 

With the new Company’s Act which says that 2% of net profitable 
income must be donated to Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) which includes training for National / Olympic level 
sports, it is hoped that corporate sponsors will do their bit to 
fund golf development programmes.

Rashid Khan, another product of the DGC Talent Promotion and 
the Golf Foundation is a mere step away, at No 3, from being on 
the Indian Golf Team to the Rio Olympics.

With grateful thanks to Gaby Juneja for her inputs and to Champika Sayal whose enlightening conversations inspired this article.

Shubham with (LtoR) Nonita Lall Qureshi (L-089), Amit Luthra (L-085),  
Anil Malhotra, Raj Khosla DGC Captain, IGU DG Arun K Singh.
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The annual DGC Junior Training 
Programme survived the relentless rising 
temperatures and the four Camps were 
conducted with the usual enthusiasm 
and attention to detail. DGC’s ‘creme de 
la creme’ coaches - Vikram Sethi, Nonita 
L. Qureshi, Jasjit Singh and Ajai Gupta 
were ably assisted by Dinesh Kumar, Anil 
Kashyap, Ram Singh and Ali Sher. The 
200 children spread over the four camps 
enjoyed their 10 days and sportingly 
fought for the many prizes on offer, across 
the various disciplines. The unavailability of 
the Peacock Course detracted minimally 
from the Programme, with the coaches 
improvising by creating short, challenging 
holes within the JTP area and part of the 
‘work in progress’ Peacock Course 8th 
fairway. All departments of the Club rallied 
as always and the presence of our resident 
‘dragon aunty’ ensured that the children 
had the maximum fun possible!

The ‘house-full’ Prize Distributions were 
proof enough of the 29th successful 
conclusion to this unique Programme, 
which saw its first staging just short of 
30 years ago! Kudos to our Club for 
recognizing the important role this event 
plays in seeking out and discovering so 
many champions over the years. We salute 
the support of sponsors, without whom 
we could not sustain this, such as Som Datt 
Builders and Bristol Hotel in the past and, 
most incredibly, Usha International, who 
remain sponsors till date, consecutively for 
the past 9 years. 

This year, the Programme brought to the 
fore youngsters, including some caddy and 
staff children, who will definitely be names 
to be reckoned with before long, if not 
already. For the sake of ‘we told you so’ 
here are a few - Hitashee Bakshi, Fatima 
Rizvi, Rakshita Singh, Himanshu Bhawsingka, 
Aarush Marwaha, Shreemae Dhawan and 
Sahil.
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Members Matter

In 2002 Siddharth Shriram (L-022) wrote an article on a 
horrendous, wet and windy round at the Old Course. As the 
weather conditions were not dissimilar at this year’s Open, it felt 
appropriate to publish it.

A great day at the  
Royal & Ancient Club of St. Andrews

The following descriptions might help to better understand the 
story.

 1. The Scottish Six consisted of Amar Singh (A-018) (Ambi.....
also a Scot), Samarjit Malik (S-004) (Sammy) and Siddharth 
Shriram (L-022) and their respective spouses

 2. Johnny is Jonathan Caldow of South Africa

 3. Sirdar refers to Sikhs who typically wear turbans and sport 
beards

 4. Sirdard is a poetically altered version of Siddharth and 
means’ headache’

5. Pippa Clark is the redoubtable photographer who scurried 
to the fortified bar to avoid the rain

“You won’t need that, Johnny,” said the caddy as Johnny began 
to unfurl his umbrella. Skeptically, the umbrellas were put away. 
Only half way up the first hole the validity of the caddy’s advice 
became evident --- the rain was coming down in buckets and 
the terrific wind was blowing the freezing rain horizontally 
at us. By the time the Swilken Burn was crossed we were 
already drenched to the bone and freezing cold; mid-June, the 
temperature had dropped to 2ºC. Not enjoying it one bit! Even 
a par on that first hole, first time at this great temple of golf, 
could not erase the thought of “Thank God 1/18th of it is over!” 
As usual, one took one’s glove off for putting but then one could 
not put it back on again because by now it resembled a wet dish 
rag. The caddy dolefully suggested, “Don’t take it off.” 

The previous evening had been mild and pleasant. The Scottish 
Six had won the coveted ballot, from amongst thousands, to 
be allowed to play the next day (No – the Scottish Six is not 
the title of an Enid Blyton Book – if it were, it would have 
probably been entitled “Scottish Six and Dog” or some such). 
The Scottish Six are a fearless and a redoubtable band of avid 
golfers and enjoyers of life who, every summer traverse the golf 
courses of Scotland, looking for their lost balls! Two of these are 
Sirdars (one is actually Scottish) and the third is most definitely 
a Sirdard! An early evening was called for to allow for enough 
practice prior to the next day’s game. Owing to the all night rain, 
a call to the Course Master was made and he confirmed that 
the course closed only for snowstorms. The Sirdars amongst 
the Scottish Six pleaded technical reasons (beards and turbans) 

for excusing themselves from the game and took up heavily 
defensive, fortified positions at the bar at the hotel. Sirdard 
and Johnny carried their bags, much as unwilling school boys 
going reluctantly to school, in the company of our redoubtable 
photographer who was able to take some pictures before the 
rain made even that activity untenable. She beat a hasty retreat 
to the erstwhile mentioned fortified position at the hotel! 

The game virtually became a matter of life and death; one felt 
like a soldier in the Second World War, ill equipped to fight the 
elements, untrained to play under the conditions and carrying 
forty pounds of equipment and water (!) on one’s back.. Soaked 
to the skin, water sloshing around in our shoes, gusts of wind 
and rain upsetting the balance as we played, it became almost 
impossible to avoid any of the 180 odd bunkers that are 
strategically, nay deviously placed all over the course. Occasionally 
the caddy would ask us to hit in the wrong direction simply to 
avoid these deadly traps. Despite all, one could not avoid getting 
into what is euphemistically named “Hell’s Bunker”. As the ball 
came to rest against the far wall, one began to understand how 
a frog might feel in the shallow waters of a very deep well; 
impossible to get out of and perhaps condemned to spend the 
rest of one’s life in that situation. One had to retreat from the 
bunker wall and, trying to get out of there under impossible 
conditions, one hit the 20-foot high bunker wall yet again. After 
hitting it (was it a scoop?) further back into the bunker one 
used all one’s will power and all one’s limited technique to try 
to get out. Tragically the ball seemed to be heading for the wall 
yet again; summoning all one’s will power for one’s last breath, 
one yelled at the ball to fly higher. Magically the ball rose up 
fractionally and crossed the lip. This bunker added eight shots to 
one’s already miserable round (and several years to one’s rapidly 
ageing body!).

It became colder and colder, wetter and wetter, windier and 
windier and more miserable than ever. Relentlessly, like soldiers, 
not knowing why we were there we battled on regardless. We 
approached the 18th hole and while the elements did not lift, 
our spirits certainly did – we were eager to get to those much-
mentioned fortified positions at the hotel. Some years later, at 
the British Open at a neighbouring Links course, Tiger Woods 
faced similar conditions and came out second best against the 
elements.

We sprinted to the hotel, luxuriated briefly in a bath to get life 
and circulation back into limbs, dressed in grey trousers and blue 
blazers (as Indians are wont to do) and dashed down to the 
R&A Club House for a well merited Hot lunch with some most 
excellent claret. We ate heartily and well, and drank an extra 
bottle of claret to toast the ladies (who were not allowed to 

GolF holiDAyS AnD SelF FlAGellATion
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enter the Club House but had to keep a lonely vigil next to the 
trash cans at the side of the R&A Building!).

Thus ended the most memorable round of golf that one has 
ever played or that one is likely to ever play. Thereafter, one has 
become a confirmed good weather golfer.

The point of this story is that all other sports (except for water 
polo) would have packed up and gone home by now; certainly 
that couch potato game called cricket would have packed up 
right away!.

The other point is that plane loads of golf tourists from all over 
the world come down to participate in golfing holidays in this 
part of the world – Scotland, England, Ireland, Wales etc, where 
the game has traditionally grown. It is a sheer joy to play the 
different courses, live amongst the tradition, hear the stories 
of famous heroes, how they won and lost and stood and fell, 
from the mouths of caddies as well from the walls of the club 
houses and the trophies in the club rooms. Tradition mixes with 

modernity and enables one to be 
glorified in this great game. 

The oldest courses outside the 
British Isles exist in India and yet we don’t have any semblance 
of golfing tourism in our country. Indeed, ancient buildings are 
our heritage, but so is golf. Enough players and tourists will be 
willing to traverse the tourist routes playing golf and also visiting 
our other heritage. A beginning has been made --- a trophy, 
played for by the Members of the Royal and Ancient Club of 
St. Andrews has been initiated in India and already been played 
for. A team from South Africa (styled the DIVOTS) is here next 
week to play golf and see our ancient heritage (in that order!).

In the meantime the Scottish Six go from strength to strength 

(despite occasional set backs), exploring new pastures to add to 

the wonderful stock of memories in our twilight years.

Mr D C khanna (K-037) is in his 
mid eighties and comes to DGC every 
morning by metro from Laburnum in 
Sushant Lok. His driver drops him to 
catch the metro every morning at 
5.45am to Jor Bagh station. From Jor 
Bagh he comes in a three wheeler !!

Most wonderful to see him!

Amateur Gurbani Singh (D-210) walked away with the Pro 
title at the 9th leg of the hero Women’s Professional Golf 
Tour at the Royal Springs Golf Club, Srinagar with a scintillating 
opening round score of 4-under, followed by a 74 and a flawless 
69 as she held sway in damp and windy conditions, where 
rounds 2 and 3 had to be played on a single day.  She was 
feliciated for this by The Delhi Golf Society during the prize 
distribution of the DGC Juniors Tournament

Arjun R khanna (K-717)’s team BMW UAE won the bMW 
Golf Cup international World Finals 2014 in Men’s Division 
B (Handicap 13-25) held in Sydney, Australia 02-07 March, 
becoming the first Indian to win the event, (the largest amateur 
event in the world covering 43 countries and over 100,00 golfers), 
and lead his team to its first ever win. Arjun also won in Men’s 
Category B.

Pawan Munjal ( M-515), a great 
supporter and promoter of golf, 
took over as Chairman, MD and 
CEO of Hero Motocorp, the largest 
manufacturer of two-wheelers in the 
world, in June

Earlier this summer khitij naved kaul (ST-0877) did the Club 
proud by adding three IGU Junior tournaments in Category ‘B’ 
Boys to his bag: The Rajasthan Juniors, the Haryana Juniors and the 
Northern India Juniors.
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HOLE-IN-ONE
Congratulations on the Aces! 

Date Name M’ship No Hole

01.04.15 Anuva Saurabh S 496 5

01.04.15 R K Nahar N-075 7

11.04.15 Hiroyuki Fukui SP-1047 17

11.04.15 Anil Rajput R-201 17

16.04.15 Sanjiv Chaudhry C-032 17

22.04.15 Eui Suk Yun SP-970 17

23.04.15 Nipender Kochhar K-622 17

24.04.15 Kesinent Srinivas TC-420 12

29.04.15 Pratap Singh Atwal SD-1344 7

02.05.15 Vinod Tandon T-131 17

05.05.15 Kitty Puri P-017 17

06.05.15 Anil Gupta CPA-120 5

09.05.15 Rohit Gulati G-263 12

17.05.15 Gaurav Sawhney S-587 7

20.05.15 N S Rana R-116 12

29.05.15 Vikram Galhotra SD-179 17

31.05.15 L S Bahl B-366 5

31.05.15 Rohit Mehra M-570 7

13.06.15 Govind S Mann M-441 7

26.06.15 Susheel K Gupta G-148 5

26.06.15 N S Sodhi S-504 12

27.06.15 O Ravi R-202 7

18.07.15 N S Sodhi S-504 17

04.08.15 Rajendra Prasad Maganti CPA-112 17

loDhi CoURSe
The following each have won a memento and a bottle of Ballantine’s 
whisky (for those 25years and above) to be consumed at the Club.

Revised Caddies Rates w.e.f. 1 july 2015
* For 09 Holes 220/-
* For 18 Holes 300/-
Agewale/’B’ Caddy 09 Holes 160/-
Agewale/’B’ Caddy 18 Holes 240/-
For Practice Ist 30 minutes 110/-
2nd Half an hour 70/-
Subsequent half an hour 50/-
* These will include attendance of Caddy at the PDR for 50 balls for 18 holes 
(approx. 40 minutes) and 25 balls for 09 holes (approx 20 minutes) otherwise 
Caddy will be paid extra. The Green Scene can be accessed on the Club website  

http://www.delhigolfclub.org.  
Members are welcome to write to the Secretary.

The Annual General Meeting of Club will take 
place on Saturday 26th September 2015

Editor: Soni Manjit Singh
Editorial Team: Gaby Juneja and Anita Vasudeva

Office Backup: Club Secretariat & Administration
Artwork & Print Production: Benchmark Graphic Pvt Ltd

For private circulation only
We acknowledge with gratitude the world wide web.

obiTUARy
We are grieved to record the sad demise of the following members:

Sukhinder Pal Singh 
Mann  
M-242

Y P Sethi 
S-204

L D Sachdeva 
S-236

K L Suri 
S-054

Surinder P S Pruthi
P-026

Altaf Ahmed 
A-213

Dr. Jawahar Dar 
D-254

Savitri Talwar 
T-172

Davinder Daljit Singh 
D-175

Bhagwati Sanghi 
S-086

Mira Khorana 
K-357

Lt. Gen. G l Chopra 
C-148

S D Gupta 
G-157

A Krishna 
K-088

Y K Sabharwal 
S-549

I M Chopra 
C-004
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21-year old S. 
Chikkarangappa won the 
Times of india Sports 
Awards ‘emerging Player 
of the year’. He won multiple 
PGTI tournaments last year 
and recently qualified for the 
2015 Asian Tour.

Bangalorean teenager Aditi Ashok is having a dream summer. 
On 30 May she became one of the youngest winners of the 
prestigious women’s tournament, the St Rule Trophy at St 
Andrews Links, the Home of Golf. She led from start to finish 
equaling the New Course women’s amateur record of 8-under 
par 67 in her first round. She endured mixed weather with lingering 
heavy overnight rain and 40 kmph winds on the final day to not 
only win by a clear 5- strokes, but also make it a double whammy 
by also winning the lawson Trohpy for the lowest aggregate 
by an under-18 years player. On 17 July she stunned the field at 
the 11th leg of the hero Women’s Professional Golf Tour 
at the KGA by powering to victory with a flawless final round 
of 8-under 64. Eight birdies saw her break the WGAI’s record 
for lowest score. Her most recent is winning the silver medal 
SILVER MEDAL at the 2015 international european ladies 
Amateur Championship with a solid score of 13-under par 
for 4 days, missing the gold medal by 2 strokes.

14-year old Ranveer Saini 
became the first Indian to 

compete in the Special 
olympics World Games 

in Los Angeles on 27 July. The 

IGU has supported this autistic 

youngster who partnered 

by his aunt Monica Jaoo 

competed against 300 ‘special’ 

golfers in his endeavor to bring home more laurels. Coach Anitya 

Chand is to be complimented for honing the teenager’s skills to a 

level where won the Gold Medal.

Showing exemplary composure to 

negotiate heavy winds, 17-year old viraj 
Madappa won the Taiwan Amateur 
Golf Championship. Viraj’s (ranked 58 

in the Amateur Golf Rankings) total of 285 

was enough to give him a win by 2 strokes.

Professional golfer Gurbaaz Maan is seeking to break new 
ground by using crowd funding to help Indian professionals qualify 
and compete on the PGA Tour.  Golf in our country is run through 
a reward system whereas in the US, the players are handed 
everything they need to hone their skills at the beginning, such 
as infrastructure, coaching facilities and funding; champions are 
made therafter. In India players have to do all that for themselves, 
which can be a tough haul.  Maan and his enthusiastic team aim to 
provide Indian professionals an avenue to help deal with monetary 
and logistical issues that haunt many which thereby would provide 
them the experience of golf in the US.  It is hoped that these 
players can make it to the next level with the assistance being 
provided.  It is still early days and first bunch of ten players left 
only last month to drive across the US to create an awareness 
about Indian golf.

WhAT hAPPenS iF The WinD MoveS yoUR bAll?
Rules of Golf, Decision 18-1/12

The wind had been brutal at St Andrews on the Saturday of The Open Championships.  Just at Louis Oosthuizen was about to 
putt a little more than a foot from the hole, a gust of wind sent it closer to the hole.  According to the Rules of Golf, Decision 
18-1/12, the wind is not considered an ‘outside agency’.  Therefore when the wind blows the ball, the player must play it from its 
new position, which would have benefitted Oosthuizen.  However while he attempted to confirm with an official that he play 
from the new position another gust of wind sent the ball five feet further away - understandably he wasn’t too happy!
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Global Golf News

five days courtesy severe Scottish weather 
conditions.   A dramatic conclusion to a 
super-exciting final round at many points of 
which several players were in the lead and 
there was constant leaderboard movement.  
It may not have been the ending many golf 
fans were wishing for as Johnson stopped 
Speith’s run whose blistering final round 66 
brought him tantalizingly close to creating history 
had he had won the third leg of a career grand 
slam, but missed a birdie putt on the 18th to get into 
the playoff.  A week of amazing golf played by the field, including 
Anirban Lahiri making it to the top ten till the last few holes.

Despite unnecessarily blowing up 
a 3-shot lead with four holes to 
play, bubba Watson pulled off 
extraordinary shots that others 
wouldn’t dream of, to escape 
into and then win a playoff at the 
Travellers Championship at 

TPC River Highlands on June 28.

inbee Park claimed her 7th major title on 
2nd August by seeing off the challenge of fellow 
South Korean Ko Jin-young to win the Women’s 
british open at Turnberry. The world number 1 
who dominates golf in a way seldom seen, claimed 
her 7th major in spectacular fashion with a record-
equaling 7-under 65, including seven birdies and 

an eagle. The joint course record gave her a 3-shot victory.

18

Rory Mcilroy reasserted his 
dominance as golf ’s No 1 in style 
by winning the World Golf 
Championships – Cadillac Match 
Play on 03 May; he beat three players 
on a marathon last day, finishing off a 

darkness-delayed quarter-final win over 22 holes, producing a 
stirring finish to wipe out Jim Furyk 1 up, and then asserting 
himself over Gary Woodland 4 & 2 in the final.

On 17 May Rory Mcilroy reigned supreme at the Wells 
Fargo Championship in Charlotte, USA. His 5 birdies in the 
final round not only shattered the previous event record by 7 
shots, but also made him the first pro to win this tournament 
more than once.

Rickie Fowler produced one of 
the finest finishes in the history 
of the game to land the Player’s 
Championship at TCP Sawgrass, 
USA; he prevailed in a 4-way playoff 
including unheralded Kevin Kisner, 
his magnificent triumph being an 

emphatic response to criticism that has followed him. 

In the cradle of golf St Andrews, 
Scotland, an old star was reborn.  
39 year old zach johnson battled 
through a 3-man playoff to win 
handsomely at the longest ever 
open Championship played over 

joRDAn SPeiTh – SMAShinG ReCoRDS  
AlonG The WAy, USheRS in A neW GeneRATion
In a Masters for the ages, the 21-year old took his place among the very best on 12 
April, when he closed with a 2-under 70 for a 4-shot victory over Phil Mickleson and Justin 
Rose, becoming the youngest recipient of the green jacket after Tiger Woods.  This was the 
first time since 1976 that a player withstood the pressure of leading for all four rounds at 
Augusta.   He tied the 71-hole scoring mark that Woods set at -18 under 270. 

Among the marks he established: 
36-hole record at -14; 54-hole record at -16; most birdies for the tournament: 28; lowest 
opening round by a champion:64.

Two months later on 22 June, vaulting over expectations, he carded a 1-under 69 to win the US open in the controversial venue 
Chambers Bay, his second major of 2015, by one shot on 5-under, thus becoming the youngest player to win since Bobby Jones in 1923.  
He is the 4th-youngest player to win two majors, the 6th  to win the Masters and US Open in the same year as well as back-to-back; 
and the youngest after Gene Sarazen in 1922 to have multiple major successes. 

The week before at the John Deere Classic, he shot the lowest round of his professional career, a 61 in the 3rd round to eventually 
win in a playoff for his fourth victory of the year.  Spieth’s quest for the grand slam ended when he finished tied 4th in The open 
Championship at St Andrews, with a final score of –14, one stroke out of a playoff.

At this tender age he already supports the Jordan Spieth Charitable Fund. The fund inspired by his sister who has special needs, provides 
awareness and financial assistance to special needs children, military families and youth golf.

He is currently World No 2.






